
By 0ctober 1 988 the Convert ibte was
f i t ted  w i th  the  195 bhp ca ta l .ys t  eng ine
and produc t ion  car r ied  on  up  to  MaY
1989 a f te r  wh ich  the  car  was temporar rLy
d  iscont i  nued.

That woutd have been that, but the f irst
ba tch  so td  very  qu ick [y  so  BMW bu i l t  a
th i rd  ba tch  f rom March  1  990 to  June 1  990
a n d  a g a i n  f r o m  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 1  t o  J u l . y  1 9 9 1 .
These cars at l  used the 21 5 bhp catalyst
eng ine ,  M Tech l l  s teer ing  whee[ ,  Evo type
front spoi ler, gtovebox/boot tock intertock
sys tem,  headt igh t  wash w ipe  and tea ther
t r im w i th  the  t r i -co tour  Motorspor t  logo
in the top left  corner. Most cars [and al. t
o f f  i c ia I  UK marke t  cars ]  had a  s t i t ched
Leather  cent re  consote  and some had a
lea ther  dash too . . .  now tha t ' s  jus t  showing
off.  ln aLt, 7Bó M3 ConvertÍbtes were made
mak ing  i t  qu i te  ra re  a t though most  o f  them
st i [ [  ex is t .

The bes t  one we have ever  seen ts
th is  September  1988 example  owned by
Edwin  T ieben f  rom Hot land.  L ike  many M3
Conver t ibLes  i t ' s  had an  oddbat t  beg inn ing

i"t

t o  I i f e . 0 r d e r e d  i n  M a c a o  B l u e  -  a  c o L o u r
used on  the  Evo l l  and  Europa Meis te r  -

th is  reaL[y  i s  what  you caLL a  fuL t -spec  car .
The M3 Conver t ibLes  were  ava i labLe w i th

e i t h e r  t h e  l 5  o r  1 ó - i n c h  B B S  c r o s s - s p o k e
w h e e t s  b u t  t h a t  w a s n  t  g o o d  e n o u g h  f o r
t h e  Í l r s t  o w n e r  w h o  s p e c i f  i e d  1 ó - i n c h
B B S  s p L i t - r i m s  w i t h  b [ a c k  c e n t r e s  a n d
t h e  o u t e r  r i m s  p o I i s h e d  -  a t [  c o n f i r m e d
b y  t h e  o r i g i n a L  b u i [ d  s h e e t .  N o t  f o r  t h e
f i r s t  o w n e r  c l o t h  t r i m  e i t h e r  f o r  t h e
w h o L e  i n I e r i o r  i s  i n  [ e a t h e r .  T h e  s e a t s  a r e
t r i m m e d  i n  L o t u s  w h i t e  L e a t h e r  w h i c h
l o o k s  f a n t a s t i c  w h e n  n e w  b u t  w h i c h  i s
h a r d  w o r k  t o  k e e p  c l e a n i n g  a n d  r e q u i r e s
pro fess ionaL a t ten t ion  on  a  fa i rLy  reguLar
h : c i q  t n  k c c n  n i c o' ' ' ' r  "  - - '

And when we say  a  f  uLL tea ther
in te i io r : ,  we mean jus t  tha t .  Not  jus t

the  seats  bu t  the  door  t r ims Imost
lea thered up  E30 's  have v inyL  ooor
t r ims l ,  cen i re  conso[e ,  dash toP,
g tove  box ,  s teer ing  coLumn shrouds
and dash under t ray  and the  whoLe
steer ing  wheeL,  no t  jus t  the  r im.
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